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days after the disappearance of all the symptoms of the disease, by 
the use of an infusion of serpentaria. Upon patients who refused to 
submit to this additional treatment, the pain, &c. have returned, and 
in many instances have produced much suffering and even lameness. 

The acute stage of Dengue is, in its effects upon the system of the 
patient, of but little importance when compared with the chronic 
stage—or to speak more correctly, the stage consequent upon the re¬ 
pelled eruptions. How long this latter may continue, it is impossible 
yet to say, as some are still suffering from injudiciously treated or 
neglected cases of Dengue, which occurred the last summer. 

I have derived but little satisfaction, from any method which I have 
been enabled to devise for the treatment of chronic Dengue. Some 
relief has been afforded, and it is believed a few cases were cured, 
by bathing the affected members in cold water saturated with salt, 
and afterwards using frictions with a flesh-brush or coarse napkin, 
until perspiration was produced. It was necessary to continue this 
treatment for eight or ten days. In other instances, however, it has 
wholly failed. 

Savannah, May , 1829. 


Aht. III. Case of Acute Gastritis , supervening upon Chronic , arising 
from Intemperance , and attended with Arachnitis of the Cerebrum. 
By W. E. Horner, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Pennsylvania. [With a plate.] 

William c. aged forty-three, innkeeper, has used alcoholic 
drinks in excess for the last eight or ten years, and become much en¬ 
feebled from them. The last summer he had a severe dysentery 
which lasted several weeks. 

Nov. 22 d, 1827.'—I visited him for the first time. 

Habitude .—Not much emaciated, skin pallid and temperate. 
Countenance .—Dull and unmeaning. 

Intellectual Functions .—Disposed to taciturnity, and dull in appre¬ 
hension. 

Sensitive Apparatus .—Hearing dull. 

Respiration and Circulation.' —Natural. 

Locomotive Apparatus .—Very much enfeebled, scarcely able to 
walk. 

Digestive Apparatus .—No appetite. 
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He did not complain of pain in any particular part Ordered vale¬ 
rian tea. 

November 25th .—I visited him again, and found him labouring 
under hallucinations, of which he was sensible; for he observed that 
though the figures were before his eyes, yet he knew they were decep¬ 
tive. He complained also of pain in the epigastrium, and suffered 
from a retention of urine. The muscles of the abdomen were rigid, 
and drawn towards the spine. He had spent several nights without 
sleeping. Ordered opium two grains, and camphor one grain, to be 
made into a pill, and repeated every three hours till sleep be pro¬ 
cured. Four of these pills produced the desired effect, and he slept 
soundly the following night. 

The next day forty leeches were applied to the epigastrium with 
much advantage in diminishing the pain there, and two days after¬ 
wards a blister was put upon the same region. 

December 1st .—His speech became suspended; great tenderness 
occurred in the abdomen, and the most excruciating pain in the lower 
extremities upon their being moved. His tongue became covered 
with a thick yellow coat, and his strength exceedingly prostrated. 
Volatile alkali was administered in a julep to the amount of five 
grains every two hours. He took several doses of it, and the next 
day I found that the moisture of the tongue had disappeared, and the 
yellow coat had dried up into a dark brown one. In the further 
progress of his treatment up to the day of his death, a mild cathartic 
was administered on three or four occasions, also a decoction of ser- 
pentaria and bark at intervals. Ilis nourishment tvas' wine whey, 
arrow root, and such light articles as he could be induced to swallow. 

It was attempted twice to leech him on the head, but the leeches 
refused to bite; lie was then cupped on the temples. He was also 
cupped along the spine, half a dozen cups on each side; and had 
mustard poultices applied tolas ankles. He sunk gradually, and died 
this morning, December 7 th, at four o’clock. From the day on which the 
retention of urine first occurred till the day of his death, the bladder 
continued paralytic, and an extremely foetid, dark urine was daily 
brought off by the catheter. Also, for several days before death, he 
was incapable of moving the lower extremities, notwithstanding their 
extreme sensibility to the touch. 

Autopsy. Twelve hours after death. 

Head.—Very strong adhesion of dura mater to bone. In attempt¬ 
ing to remove the latter, several drachms of serum were lost, which 
were supposed to come from beneath the tunica arachnoidea. The 
latter was turbid, and raised in vesications. 

Blood-vessels of pia mater very turgid, as also those in the cerebrum; 
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the latter on being cut into, bled freely, and much serum exuded from 
it. Cerebellum soft: adhesion between thalami unusually strong; a 
cluster of transparent vesicles on each side of plexus choroides; blood¬ 
vessels of velum very turgid. Spinal marrow, veins on surface very 
turgid; very great vascular fulness internally, giving a red pink 
colour along the roots of the anterior fasciculi of nerves where they 
came from within the medulla spinalis. Spinal marrow not so vascu¬ 
lar along the roots of posterior fasciculi, but still having a supera¬ 
bundance of blood. 

Thorax.—Ancient universal pleuritic adhesion on botli sides; lungs 
healthy; heart healthy, its blood not coagulated. 

Abdomen.—No peritoneal disease. 

Stomach universally inflamed, and within of a deep pink colour, not 
coming from extravasation as in fever, but from the immense number 
and the fulness of its veins, which ran along the surface of the inter¬ 
nal coat. At many places their capillaries were so numerous as to 
look at a little distance like small spots of extravasation, which, how- 
ever, with the aid of a microscope were found to be congeries of very 
fine vessels. Near the cardiac orifice there was a round patch, two 
or two and ahalf inches in diameter, consisting of thickly interwoven 
veins, containing black blood, and looking as if they w T ere varicose; 
they w r ere on the internal surface of the mucous membrane. In the 
pyloric region were two reddish slate-coloured patches, the indica¬ 
tions of a chronic irritation there, and about twenty-four lines in dia¬ 
meter. Pylorus thickened; stomach small; scarcely any gas in the 
bowels. 

Mucous coat of duodenum and jejunum inflamed to almost the 
same red colour with that of the stomach; ileum and colon of a bright 
pink colour internally; no ulceration of intestines; colon contained 
some well-elaborated faeces. 

Liver common size, degenerated into a drab colour, hard, dimi¬ 
nished vascularity; acini consisted in little hard scirrhus-like grains. 
The secretion of bile seemed to have been suspended, for the gall¬ 
bladder contained only a little black-coloured mucus. 

Pancreas healthy; spleen healthy; kidneys healthy. Mucous coat of 
bladder inflamed, being injected with a net-work of veins, large and 
small, which were particularly abundant about the heck. 

This patient had a mortification of the size of a dollar, from pres¬ 
sure on sacrum. On cutting into it, as it was in the early stage, the 
blood was identified with the cellular substance and skin, so that it 
all looked like a bruise. 

Plate III. fig. 1. patch from the cardiac portion of the stomach; 
fig. 2. patch from the pyloric portion of the stomach. 



